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WEWEREMADE
SOWELCOME
Sir - | must respond to
M ichael Wright (letters, 22
October), who was
seemingly being ignored
by his local hunts. My
experience has been
exactlythe opposite,
thanksto my localpack,
the North Staffs.

Lastyear, I contacted
one of the mastersto ask
if my friend and I could join
him out on a day's autumn
hunting. I explained that
wewould need looking
after, as myfriend's horse
was extremelygreen and
mine extremely old, but
hopefully keen!

Joint-masterTim
Warren met us en route to
the meet to ensure that
we arrived at the right
place. Everyone was very
welcomingand made sure
we had a fantastic daY. MY
great little horse thought
he had died and gone to
heaven and a kind ladY
gave me some very tactful
bitting advice.

We went again this Year
and, even though lwould
love to do more on mY
little 15-hander, at the
grand old age of 27,his
head is sti l lwil l ing, butthe
body just isn't quite uP to
those jumps any more.

I wil l hopefully be going
again in the not too distant
future when I am suitablY
mounted. As for mY old
'un, he buzzed forweeks
after and will hopefullY be
at the children's meet with
his young recruit.
VanettaJervis
Staffs

WELLDONETO.OUR'CHARLOTTE
Sir - Regardingyour
article repofting on the
Pony ClubAtest passes
(news,15 October), I was
delighted that you made
specialmention of
Cha rlotte Pearson Wood,
who passed with honours.

She is, in fact, a
memberof the RomneY
Marsh hunt branch,

although I am sure the Old
Berkeley hunt (South)
would be very haPPYto
have her as a member.

Welldone, Charlotte
we are allvery proud
ofyou.
HaltieCrippsDC
Sandhurst, Kent

.BERTIE'FULFILS
BREEDER'S DREAM
Sir - As the breeder of
The Philanderer, I would
like to congratulate Jayne
Webberand CarolBardo
on their supreme title at
Horse oftheYear Show
(HOYS) (special repod,
15 October).

Itwas a last-minute
decision to go and I raced
upto Birmingham from
Hampshirewith my
daughter to watch " Bertie"
in the evening
performance. lt was trulY
magicalto have seen him

win and I cannot describe
how proud we are of him.

His dam,Ti tania 's
Dream, was my
foundation mare and she
really did do it all. She
hunted, evented, was
shown and then bred
outstanding foals, of
which he was the last.

Well done to the special
horse who reminds me so
much of his motherwho
resides peacef u I lY buried
in ourf ie ld.

I am sure that without
the excellent riding and
caregiven byJaYne, The
Philanderer would not be
where he istoday.
AnnaMacey
Hants

REST PERIODS FOR
HGVDRIVERS
Sir - Regarding a reader's
enquiry about tachograPh
hours. rules and

regulations concernlng
the drivers of lorries
over 7.5 tonnes (Ask
H&H,22October),
weekly rest Periods are
indeed 45hr.

However, they can
be reduced to a minimum
of 24hr.notZl-24hr
given in the solicitor's
reply. He also omitted
the need to compensate
forthe reduction bythe
third week.

Having worked in the
haulage industry for over
2lyears, I am familiar with
the need to complY with
the regulations accuratelY,
as the f ines imPosed for
tachograph offences can
be anything up to 5'2,500.
SBndley
Bonsall.Derbys

) See our Plain English
guide to transPort law,
page 75

Letterof theweek
I'M AN OWNER - BUTTHE FEI MADETHE RIGHT DECISIOil
Sir - I have just learnt f rom H&H (news, 24 September) that both Britain and
Belgium have been excluded from the 2010 Meydan FEI Nations Cup.

lim the owner of Murka's Pom DAmi and the sponsor of Murka's Pall Mall, two
horses which have competed in six out of the eight rounds of the competition. I
agree wholeheartedly with Ben Maher, who said at the time: "l'm so disgusted that I
heard the news f ro m Horse & Hound and not from someone in authorityJ'

We need to take some real action to reform British show jumping to retain and
attract new owners and sponsors to keep their horses in Britain.

There is no recognition for riders, horses and owners participating on losing
teams, even if they themselves perform well. Given conditions at some of the shows,
some horses were not in a position to compete, let alone win or be placed in the
followinggrand prix.This means a decreased opportunityfor prize-money and
points for those participating in Team GB.

A format of 10, let alone ll countries for the Nations Cup is untenable. lt limits the
number of horses that a rider is able to ride, which affects the development of horses
for the future. lt is too long and, above all, boring to watch.

Britain stands to lose owners not because of relegation to the Promotional

rider combinations for the f uture of British show jumping.
Maybe then we will be able to claim a rightful place in the Meydan Nations

Cup and not a questionable one.
OIgaWhite
Upham,Southants

The writer of the letter of the week wins
a bottle of GhampagneTaittinger

E
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WE MUSTALLFIGHT
TO FINISHTHEACT
Sir - | must congratulate
Otis Ferry on his article
(hunting, 22 October). I
sincerely hope that his
words struck a chord with
every reader.

As a fellow master, I
appreciate Otis's
sentiments fully for we
cannot continue under
this ridiculous Hunting
Act indefinitely.

TheAct has been
proven to be a complete
farce, it has failed to
benefit a single fox and
now every hunt suppofter
must make sure that it is
consigned to history.

We have eight mon{hs
to win our f ight and repeal
the ban forthe sake of
future generations. lt's
timeforthe hunting
community to have its day,
to seek our revenge on a
government that has, at
every opportunity, tried to
harm ruralBritain.

To seethose Labour
MPs'facesthe morning
afterthe election will
make every hour we spend
helping Vote-OK worth it!
RossWillmington MFH
Branscombe, Devon
CatherineAusten, H&fl
hunting editori rcplies: I
agree, this is a once-in-a-
lifutimechancetogain
much-needed repeal. All
of usmustcontactour
localhuntsandseewhat
uecandotohelp.You
won'tbeexpectedto
knockonpeople'sdoors
orarguehunting'scase
-unlesslouwantto.An
hour's leaf letdropping,
emrclope-shrffingor
telephone-manning
shouldbewithin
aneryone's capabi lities

KEEPVOTING FOR
SEATHE STARS
Sir - I must congratulate
H&Hon startinga
campaign and petition to
allow Sea The Stars to be
nominated (at least) for
the BBC Sporls
Personality of the Year in

Top 5 H&H forum
topics this week
I In defence of rollkur

2 Thetruthabout
barefoot

3 Pad loaninga
competition horse?

4 What happened to Oli
at Pau?

5 Pony Club mums rant

Join in at www.horseandhound.
co,uklforums

December(news,
22 October).

It saddens me to think
we have to bombard the
sporting press to get the
acknowledgement. lf the
colt had been a footballer
or cricketer, his
recognition would have
been headline news.

I hope that the BBC
showcases the feat of this
great racehorse in its
award show and that Sea
The Starswillbe
headliningthe 90min
programme.

Keep emailingyour
votestothe BBC.
FionaWiW
Hunmanby,Yorks

WALKTHECOURSE
FORYOUR HORSE
Sir - We recently fence
judged at a BE1OO and
novice event. The course
was beautiful ly presented,
but the novice class had a
lot of fallers. We were
shocked at how many
riders walking the course
were not focused on the
job in hand, par.ticularly
the professionals.

One of these riders had
a serious fall at a previous
fence. Was this because
she was too casual about
the lower levelof the
course? Some riders were
even busy texting on their
mobile phone as they
walked the course - one
of these eliminated
himself at our fence

It is not justthe rider's
safetyto considerwhen
walking the course - the
horse has not seen the
fences and if he is to stand
any chance ofgetting
round safely, you must
give him clear instructions.
You cannot do this if you
do not knowthe course
and view it the way the
horse will see it.

The BE1O0 was ridden
beautifully - maybethe
less-experienced riders
took more care in walking
their course?
Claircfumberton
Byemail

MAKETHIS
WARNING OBVIOUS
Sir - The beginner's
guide (hunting special,
22October) was much
needed advice to
newcomers out hunting.

When I was first out with
the pack, I knew nothing of
rules and just followed
everyone else and hoped
forthe best.

But after many seasons,
I still think that the rule of
red ribbon/tape to warn of
horses that kick should be
made more obviousto
other riders.

One day, I was kicked by
another rider's horse,
which was wearing just a
smallred ribbon in itstail
that was not very obvious.
lwas leftwith a broken leg
and was not able to work
forT2weeks.

The red-ribboned tails
should be made more
obvious and a verbal
warning given at the meet
to prevent more injuries to
riders and their horses.
GarginaLyons
Holsworthy, Devon

Somethlngtosay?
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The heroine of HOYS talks to
H&H about life, being part of
show jumping's First Family
and, of course, horses

National drcssage
forum, Brits abrcad,

and more. On sale 5 November

llearl{e*sagent
Ptease orderind save me a regutar copy of lmsE{il[ill
It is published every Thursday and is distributed by IPC Marketforce.


