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Show jumping

GBand
Belgium
fightfor
lastplace
The FEI is stillworkingout its own
rulebookto decide which cou ntry
can remain in the Nations Cup.
Cha rlotte Wh ite reports

T HE legalteam atthe International
I Equestrian Federation (FEl) were
I scratchingtheirheadsoverwhether

Britain will stay in the Nations Cup, show
jumping's equivalent of the premier league as
H&Hwentto press on Monday.

The Brit ish show jumpingteam istied in
eighth place with Belgium overall in the
Meydan FEI Nations Cup seriesfollowingthe
final round in Dublin on Friday (TAugust).
Conf licting rules affecting who will stay in the
top league and who is relegated to the second-
tier Promotional League have emerged.

Britain pulled off their best result of this
year's Nations Cup - a joint-second place with
Switzerland on 16 penalties (see report page26).

But as H&Hwent to press on Monday,
confusion still reigned overwhetherthat was
enough to ensure they stay in the league.

The FEI announced the"lack of clariW" in
their rulebook on Friday and on Monday the
situation remained unchanged.

FEI spokesman Malina Gueorguiev said: "The
FEI legal department needs to consider what
our rules mean before a decision can be madei'

Nations Cup rule 10 says in event of a tie for
rankings, the team with the greater number of
f irst or second places stays up.This would put
Britain, which has a joint second place, into
eighth place above Belgium, whose best result
is an equalthird.

But rule 16 states that ties for relegation
should be decided bytheteam with the
greatest number of last places being dumped
- which would favour Belgium and send
Britain off to the Promotional League.

Rumour suggests the FEI will allow both teams
to stay in the league and ll teams will compete
next season, but the FEI would not be drawn.

"There will be ll teams at Rome next year as,
although the ltalian team has been relegated,
they may compete attheir home event. Apart
from that no decision has been madej'said
Miss Gueorguiev.

British team performance manager Will
Connell says the rules are clear and Britain is
staying up, as they are the eighth-placed team
under rule 10.

But Ingmar de Vos, secretary-general of the
Belgian equestrian federation, is equal ly adamant
that his team should stay put. Both have vowed
to f ight the FEI's decision, whichever way it falls.

MrConnell said: "1 would ratherthe FEI takes
a few days to consider and makes the right
decision than for us to have to hold things up
fudher by making an off icial representation
[against their decision].

"Team GB gave an absolutely outstanding
effort [at Dublin], they came out f ighting and
showed why they deserve to stay upJ'

But Mr de Vos said: "We have a lot of
sympathy with the British team, but rule L6
deals with relegations and underthat rule the
British team must leave the league.

"lt may not be a good rule, but itwas decided
by the FEI general assemblyJ'

Whether or not Britain stays in the Nations
Cup, Mr Connell said there will be discussions
totryto ensure better results nextyear.

And he issued a rallyingcryto show jumping
fans to get behind the British team at the
Alltech FEI European Jumping and Dressage
Championships at Windsor (25-30 August).

" l want the stands full of suppoders waving
their Union f lags. lt makes allthe differencel'
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Murka's Pall Mall H; G Billington, RosinusWillConnell

British team peformance manager
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