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i i  : l  thrs year,  and rve took a lor ,v ly erghth in

'  i . t l  Rot terdam f ie ld ing Michael  Whitaker
t '  .  

' '  (Wonamr Van Den Aard),  Geoff

B i l l i ng ton  (Ros inus ) ,  N ick  Ske l ton  (Nemo)and  Rober t

Smi th  (Vange l i s  S )

In  Aachen  we  d idn ' t  make  the  cu t  R id ing  h i s  th r rd

horse  Pa l l  Ma l l  H  because  o f  the  g round  condr t rons ,

Pe te r  Char  es  desc r ibed  the  go ing  as  " l i ke  r i d ing  on  a

po ta to  f i e ld . "

Iwo  r i de rs  made  the i r  debu t  he re ,  Ph i l l i p  Sp ivey  and

Romanov  lo ined  by  Gemma P lumley  (Lu t rne  Du

Chamo is ) ,  w i th  Geo f f  and  Ros lnus  mak ing  up  the

squad

I t  was  a lmos t  the  same team a t  Fa ls te rbo  Gemma

P umley  be ing  rep laced  by  Guy  W l l rams  and  Tor  n to  Van

De M idde ls tede ,  and  we  pu l l ed  up  to  f  f t h  By  then

things were looking dec ded y rocky,  and at  Hrci .s tead,

we \ rvere down to three r iders in the second round

We f  n rshed  a  d i sma l  seven th

Br r  . r  e  \ ' / e ' e r ' t  r  Dub  rn  to  go  th rough  the  mot ions

Ihe  Emera ld  l s te  has  a  spec ia  p lace  rn  the  hear r  o f  t he

Brr t rsh ' ,ve have rvon the Aga Khan 23 t imes srnce i ts

incep t ion  Our  bes t  scenar ro ' . vas  a  Bn t rsh  v rc to ry  And

Be lg rum do ing  bad ly

Only dest ined-for-re legat ion l ta ly seemed rvorse 0f f ,

and thLs \ \ ias compounded by their  f i rs t  drai 'v  Dralvn
qprnnd  -hp  l r ' q  n ; th r in f l p r  R"n  V ,aner  nns fpd  fn r r r

fau l t s  on  Qua in ton  S tud ' s  Rob in  Hood  W
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P a t r i c i a  F r a s e ' s  I , o s ' r s ,  a  - e . . : a - ' - '  -  l - - :  ' .  . -  .

l eve l  who  has  p roved  a  ynchp in  o f  the  team,  a f  c  - r r  -

they returned four af ter  the f rnal  e lement of  the t r rck l ,

comb ina t ron  fe l l

Fresh Direct  Cor lato has undergone embryo t ransfer

thrs year,  a procedure that  can upset  a mare's hormones

considerably,  but  she returned bang to form here to
^ ^ - +  ̂ - - ^ ; - - r  - r ^ - " , , ^ r : r  - i m  

S t o c k d a l ef l u ) L  d  i l  r d 9 l L o l  L l c o  u i r u (

We were  s t i l l  i n  the  runn ing  as  ou r  b igges t  danger

Be lg ium the  o the r  team f  gh tLng  re lega t ion  -  saw

po les  fa l l ng  n  eve ry  round

l \4u rka ' s  Pom D 'Ami ,  r vho  s t rugg led  va l i an t l y  rn  the

ra n-soaked grolnci  at  Hicks:ead,  appeared to prefer

Dub  n ' s  tu r f  and  under  anchor  Pe te r  Char  es ' s  expen

gurdance ,  was  ou r  th r rd  ho rse  to  come home on  fou r ,

With a tota l  of  e ight  faul ts at  the hal f rvay stage,  Bl taLn

s tood  equa l  th i rd  a longs ide  Germany ,

By  some near -m i rac le ,  t he  l t a l i ans  f l ou r rshed  under

new manager  Marcus  Fuchs  and  were  ou t  rn  f ron t  wr th

the  USA on  fou r  faL r l t s ,  wh i l e  Be lg ium sc raped  In to  the

second  round  on  16  fau l t s  w i th  the  l r i sh  and  F rench

The  Ne the r lands  and  Sweden  were  s ide l i ned

Ra is ing  the  sp i r  t s  fu r the l  Ben  and  Robrn  Hood  W

remained foot-perfect  in the second round However,

ou r  f i na l  t h ree  r rde rs  each  c locked  up  fou r  fau l t s  to  g rve

us a fur lher score of  e ight  We were equal  second wi th

Swi t ze r land  on  16

A jub  lan t  l t a l y  s tayed  ahead  to  pos t  a  s tunn ing ,

unexpec ted  v i c to ry  on  12  fau  t s  They  were  jus t  one
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wou id  ha , .  e  ' c ' := t  - .

in seventh spot  ne'€

E q u a l  f o u r f h  r , , , ' t f  : ' e  , S -  : -  - ,  ' . - . s ,  F r a n c e  s t i l l
n r i n o d  o n n r r n h  n n i n t <  t ^  t O !  : - :  
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C r . n  s p r , e q  f o r r r  n n i n t s  a h e a O  O t : - e  - S -

However ,  the  focus  was on  the  bo t tom o f  the  tab le ,

a n d  B r r t a i n  w a s  n o w  o n  l e v e l - p e g g i n g  w i t h  B e l g i u m

o n  2 2

The  FEI  o f f  c ra1 ly  dec la red  Be  g ium wou ld  be

dropped Hor 'vever,  t fe i ' ru les lack c lar i ty ,  and af ter

lengh ty  d i scuss ions  l t ' , ' , , as  ag reed  tha t  bo th  Grea t  B r i t a in

and  Be lgu im wor  d  ' e ta in  ;op  Leve  s taus
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MEYDAN FEI  NATIONS CUP
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