
ritish supporters were on a
high at the halfway stage of
the Nations Cup which saw
our squad of Ben Maher

(Robin Hood W), Geoff Billington
(Rosinus), Peter Charles (Murkas Pom
d'Ami) and Tim Stockdale (Fresh Direct
Corlato) improve dramatically on
Wednesday's speed leg, moving up five
places into the si lver medal posit ion.

Bob Ell is 's formidable 13-fence track
was a true championship test and Ben
was only one of three riders to jump
clear with his own and the Quainton
Stud's 11-year-old bay gelding Robin
Hood W.

This outstanding performance was
backed up with a bri l l iant round from
Geoff and Patricia Frase/s Rosinus who
remained f lawless but marginal ly outside
the t ime al lowed of 85 seconds for one
time fault .

Peter maintained the momentum on
Olga White's Murkas Pom d'Ami picking

up four faults and a time penalty,
enabling Tim s eight penalt ies on John
Boshe/s Fresh Direct Corlato to be the
discard score.

Ful ly embracing the country garden
theme, Bob and his team pulled out al l
the stops to produce a beautifully
decorated course and as in the first-leg
competit ion on Wednesday night the
open water again proved irf lueni a

Set mid-rvay on the track, i1''€ ,.;31€'
was the first element in a trick) l,ne
consisting of a double - triple-bar to
vertical, followed by upright plank. And
set on six strong strides from an airy
vertical the oenultimate treble
combination with water under the first
two parts also caused its fair share of
problems, prompting gasps from the
g ra ndsta nd.

At that point, the Dutch team of
Angelique Hoorn (Blauwendraad's

0 Brien), Albert Zoer (0ki Doki) and Marc
Houtzager (Opium VS) had taken the
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Wednesday nrghis sceec eg : c:(sl
as though the Srviss nao lcst rhe' g- l
but they pulled themselves togerher a^d
came back out with al l  guns blazing in
round two with foot-perfect runs from
Daniel Etter (Peu a Peu) and anchorman
Steve Guerdat (ialisca Solied to sieze the
gold medal.

In contrast and despite a good start
from Tim and Corlato who collected an
unlucky four faults at the vertical
preceding the combination, Bri t ish hopes
waned when Geoff collected 13 faults
on Rosinus.

Four faults plus one t ime penalty
recorded by Peter and Murkas Pom
dAmi left  Ben and Robin Hood W with
the momentous task of jumping a clear
for a gl immer of a medal. After
maintaining a clean sheet in the f irst two
rounds of the competition Ben and
Robin Hood W came tantal isingly close
to achieving a third clear unti l  the pair
made an agonising error at the
inf luential combination and with a t ime
penalty added to their score the team
slipped down into an eventual sixth
place.

Italy's Natale Chiaudani produced the
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ec'eme1y disappoint ing but

-niortunately it was one fence too

c r i l .

leflecting on the team's performance,
-  o sa d:  I  was awake at  3 in the

lerni rg :h in( ing about i t .  As a team we

jJmced ove:  200 fences and in the end

it came dor,'n to one fence down. lt was

a very tight competition over a very

tough course. lt was a team effort in

which everyone fought hard and now

we must move on and take away the

positives."

Perfectly placed to comment, Bob Ellis

said:  "The Br i ts  d idn' t  do anything

wrong. l t  just  wasn t  their  day."

Peter said: "This is my horse's first

season in Nat ions Cup compet i t ion so

I 'm pleased but  in the same breath

disappointed.  On the day the best  team

won and we didn' t  have the luck."

Geoff  Bi l l ington shared th is feel ing.

"Rosinus jumped great  but  i t 's  a lso

disappoint ing,  he said.  " l  watched the

replay and I was a bit far off the final

l i ne . "  '

British hopes were kept alive by Ben

and Robin Hood W whose outstanding

oerformance lef t  them in the indiv idual

silver medal Dosition on a total score of

6.30,  less than a fence behind the

leader;  l ta lys Natale Chiaudani .
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:  : . : - : :  to Robin Hood's performance
- - - :  -3 v idual  where he plummeted

:  - -  : '  :^e medals,  emerging wi th e ight
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--: ^orse felt great on Friday but it
- :  - .  - : ' e  ou t  o f  h im thAn  I  t hough t ,

, ,  :  l :^ .  l t  wasn' t  happening and we're
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-- : '  : 'essure on the horses over the
-  :  : : .s  but  I  m not  b laming anyth ing
:: :  , ' ,3s the same for everyone and you

make your own luck. Robin Hood is a
phenomenal horse and wil l  improve
even more with t ime."

Having col lected eight faults in the
first round and being out of contention,
Tim and Corlato pul led out of the
competrtron,

In a nai l-bit ing cl imax i t  was Kevin
Staut who cl inched the individual gold

medal with a fabulous clear on his
grandparents'  1 1 -year-old stal l ion
Kraque Boom.

"l  hope this wil l  do good things for
French breeding and that i t  wi l l
encourage our young r iders," he said.

"France has been through some
difficult times over the past few years

but this summer we won the Meydan
series and now I have won here so I
hope this motivates everyone to keep
going ! "

Germany's Carsten-Otto Nagel and
Corradina also produced a superb
double-clear performance to take si lver,
but the heartbreak of the day was Albert
Zoe/s second-round first-fence error
which cost the popular Dutchman and
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h is  much- loved  ge ld ing  the  ind iv idua l

r i r l  e .

Bob  E l l i s  rece ived  w ide  acc la im a t

these  champ ionsh ips  wh ich  h rgh l i gh ted

h is  ou ts tand ing  ta len t  fo r  the  job .

He  sa id :  Every  c lass  p roduced  good

resul ts at  these championships.  I  was

part icular ly  p leased wrth my Nat ions

C  r n  r n r r r s e  l w a s  d e l i n h l e d  w i t h  t h e

nond  res r r l r  wh ' rh  wen t  to  the  las t
L ^ , . ^  |  - . 1 , ^ , . 1  -  l ^ +  ^ {  ^ , ,norse ,  I  d5 (e0  d  ro l  0 r  ques l  Oas  wn  c^

were al l  solveable and rn fact  i t  r ,vas

p robab ly  o re  o {  the  nos t  p leas ing

corrrsps l 've desianed wi t l .  faul ts
n r r r r r i n n  : t  o v o n l  f o n r o

Ref lec t i ng  on  the  ind iv idua l

cnmnet Tion Bol-r  said:  The course was
v o r v  h i n  h r r t  i t  h : d  t n  h o  n i v o n  t h p  r , v : v

those guys were performing The last

round, I  th ink,  was the biggest  course I

have  eve r  bu i l t  and  the re  was  some

fan tas t i c  j ump ing .

Boh 's  ou ts tand ino  ach ievement  and

contr ibut i0n to the Internat ional

equestr ian wor ld was recognised by The

Bri t ish Fcrrrestr ian Federat ion (BEF) wher

he was presented wi th a BEF Medal  of

Honour  a t  t he  champ ionsh tps

Swed ish  r i de r  He lena  Lundback  was

ecstat ic  to win her f i rs t  Rolex watch,

when  she  t r i umphed  on  he r  mare

Mad ick  i n  the  44 -s t rong  Ro lex  Grand
Dr i x  He lena  came oJ t  01  top  in  a  two-

horse  jump-0 f f  aga ins t  Ho l land 's  Har r ie

Smn dpr<  r ' d inn  Ero , .  s  " /Va lnu t  de  Muze' , " . ' y . ' Y " . ' '

with the best  BrLt ish performance

coming  f rom T ina  F le tcher  n  th i rd  on  the

fastest  four- faul ts wi th her husband

Graham's  P romised  Land

John  Wh i take r  opened  the  add i t rona l

non-champ ionsh ip  c lasses  t v  th  a  t v  n  on

Mandy  Ha l l ' s  Cas ino  wh i le  l a te r  tha t

even ing  Guy  Wi l l i ams  g rabbed  the

l ime i rgh t  i n  the  H&M S i<  Ba '  compet  t i on

on  h i s  exc i t i ng  e igh t -year -o ld  g rey  mare

R ich  R ich  l l l

l ve  on ly  had  he r  fo r  a  mon th ,  sa id

Guy  She  came to  me  f rom Er i c  La rnen  s

b reed ing  s ta t i on  n  Be lg ium 5he 's  had

th ree  foa ls  and  l ' ve  been  qu ie t l y

. r r m n i n n  1  7 0 m : n d  t  7 5 m  t r a C k S  w i t rJ " " ' t , " ' Y

her  My  ins t i nc t  te l l s  me  she  s  go ing  to

be one for  the future

Fr idav ' s  Gara  N inh t  c ime  tO  a

t remendous  c l imax  when  cous rns  Rober l

and  Wi l l i am Wh i take r  wen t  to  the  ' , v i re

in  the  H&M Pu issance ,

. ' .  a*  - :  I  . - :  : 'Ot ' ld  on their  feet

i ' ,  Z ' ,  ' )  r :  . ' . '  : ^e  gaun t  e t  w i th  a

!  r a ^ : :  . : :  1 . 3 1 ' t f e  r v a l l  o n  c y b e r -

Sca : :  : . r  . ' . . e r  Rober - t  a l so  le f t  t he

c 'Lc (s  ^  3  a .e  i c  sha re  the  f -4 ,700  p r i ze

po t  o r^  S ' rensson  Anders 'Draco  i t

b roug l ' t  t he  house  down
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